
CURRICULUM VITA  
 

Glenn Davis Dynner, Ph.D. 
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Education 
 
Ph.D. Brandeis University, Department of Near Eastern & Judaic Studies. Dissertation Committee: 

Antony Polonsky, Arthur Green, and Larry Wolff. Awarded in 2002. 
 
M.A.  with Honors, 1997.  McGill University, Jewish Studies. Thesis advisor: Gershon Hundert. 
 
B.A. with Honors, 1993.  Brandeis University, Comparative History. 
 
Teaching Positions 
 
Present Department of Religion, Sarah Lawrence College (tenure-track) 
 
2001 - 2004  Visiting Assistant Professor of Judaic Studies, Franklin & Marshall College. 
 
Spring 2001  Teaching Assistant, Brandeis University, “History of Poland: 1750 - Present”. 
 
Spring 1998  Teaching Assistant, Brandeis University, “Jews of East Central Europe”. 
 
Publications 
 
Forthcoming  Book Project: Jankiel’s Tavern: The Modernization of Polish Jewry 
 
Forthcoming, 2012 Guest Editor for POLIN: A Journal of Polish Jewish Studies 27 (Jews in the 

Congress Kingdom of Poland) 
 
Forthcoming, 2011 Co-editor with Matt Goldish, Mystical, Magical, and Messianic Movements in 

Eastern Europe (Contract pending with Wayne State University Press) 
 
Forthcoming, 2010 Cambridge Dictionary of Judaism, Judith Baskin, ed. (Cambridge University 

Press). “Jewish Family: Early Modern Period”; “Hasidism”; “Jacob Frank”.  
 
Forthcoming, 2009 “Hagiography Reappraised: Hasidic Tales as Historical Sources”, 

Religion Compass  
 
Forthcoming, 2009 Book Review: Out of the Shtetl: Making Jews Modern in the Polish 

Borderlands (Providence: Brown Judaic Studies 336, 2004), by 
Nancy Sinkoff, American Historical Review 



  
April, 2008 Jews in Eastern Europe: The YIVO Encyclopedia, Gershon Hundert, ed. 

“Lelόw, Hasidic Dynasty,” “Przysucha, Hasidic Dynasty,” “Warka, Hasidic 
Dynasty,” and “Temerel Sonnenberg-Bergson,” “Kranz, Ya`akov ben Volf” 
(NY: YIVO, 2008). 

 
December, 2007 Review Essay: Hasidism and Haskalah in the Kingdom of Poland (London: 

Littman, 2005), by Marcin Wodziński; and Ba’a lot Ha-Shahar, by Mordecai 
Zalkin (Jerusalem: Magnes, 2000), in Kwartalnik Historii Żydów (in Polish) 

 
April, 2006 Men of Silk: The Hasidic Conquest of Polish Jewish Society (NY: Oxford 

University Press) 
 
March, 2006 “Merchant Princes & Zaddikim: the Patronage of Polish Hasidism,” Jewish 

Social Studies 12 
 
December, 2005 “How Many Hasidim Were There Really in Congress Poland? A Response to 

Marcin Wodzinski”, Gal-Ed: On the History & Culture of Polish Jewry, 20 
 
December, 2004 “The Hasidic Conquest of Small-Town Central Poland, 1774 – 1818”,  
  POLIN: A Journal of Polish Jewish Studies, volume 17 
 
December, 2003  Translation of “The Badhan in East European Jewish Society” (Hebrew), by 

Ya’akov Mazor, POLIN: A Journal of Polish Jewish Studies, volume 16. 
 
October, 2001 Book Review: “David Assaf, Derekh ha-Malkhut: R. Yisrael mi-Ruzhin u-

Mekomo be-Toledot ha-Hasidut (Jerusalem, 1997),” POLIN: A Journal of 
Polish Jewish Studies 14. 

 
July, 2000 Translation of “Uwagi dotyczące artykułu prof. Władysław Lorenca, ‘Od 

europejsckośći ku uniwersalizmowi”, Stanisław Kowalczyk, Dialogue and 
Universalism X, no. 5-6. 

 
Language Skills 
 
           Fluent:       Polish     Reading Proficiency:      German 

      Hebrew              French 
      Yiddish                         Aramaic 

 
Grants, Fellowships and Awards 
 
2008 University of Pennsylvania Center for Advanced Jewish Studies (CAJS) Fellowship 
 
2007 FLIK Tavel Grant 
 
2007 Mellon Release-Time Grant 



 
2006 Finalist, National Jewish Book Award, for Men of Silk 
 
2004 Koret Foundation Jewish Studies Publication Prize for Men of Silk 
 
2003 Franklin & Marshall Committee on Grants award for research at YIVO Institute, NY. 
 
2001 Chris Lehrman Prize for Research on Distinguished Jewish Women,  

Brandeis University Women Studies Department. 
 
2000 Tauber Institute of Modern Jewish Studies Fellowship, Brandeis University. 
 
1999 U.S. Fulbright Award, for research in Warsaw, Poland. 
 
1998 Hebrew University—Brandeis University Joint Fellowship for research in Jerusalem. 
 
1998 Inter-university Fellowship in Jewish Studies, for research in Jerusalem. 
 
1998 American Academy for Jewish Research Fellowship, University of Michigan. 
 
1998 Kościuszko Foundation Travel Grant for language training in Poland. 
 
1997 Cola Prize for Excellence in East European Jewish History, McGill University. 
 
Papers and Lectures 
List of lectures at synagogues, churches, genealogy and historical societies available on request. 
 
2007 Co-Organizer/Presenter: “The Anti-Imperialist Option: Jews and the 

Stateless Nations of Eastern & East Central Europe”. Paper: “Jewish 
Attitudes towards the Polish Uprising of 1830-1831: A Panoramic ViewÓ. 
39th Annual meeting, Association for Jewish Studies, Toronto, Canada. 

 
2006 Organizer/Presenter: “Moshe Rosman’s Founder of Hasidism, A Decade Later”. 

Paper entitled: “Hagiography Reappraised: the Rosman-Etkes Controversy”.  38th 
Annual meeting, Association for Jewish Studies, San Diego, CA. 

 
2004 Organizer/ Presenter: “Jewish Cultural Hybridization in Poland”. Paper entitled: Text 

in Search of Context: the Polishness of Polish Hasidism. 36th Annual meeting, 
Association for Jewish Studies, Chicago. 

 
2003 Organizer/Presenter: “Jewish Acculturation in Poland”. Paper entitled: Prisoners of 

Paradox: Polish Maskilim under Enlightened Absolutism. 35th Annual meeting, 
Association for Jewish Studies, Boston. 

 
2002 “Hasidism in Poland, or Worshipping within Corporeality: the Question of Hasidic 

Acculturation”. 34th Annual meeting, Association for Jewish Studies, Los Angeles. 



 
2001 “Free-thinkers”: New Material on the Polish Haskalah. 33rd Annual meeting, 

Association for Jewish Studies, Washington, D.C. 
 
2001 The Hasidic Conquest of Small Town Central Poland, “Shtetl Conference”, Oxford 

University and University of London, England. 
 
2000 Zaddikim, Ba’alei Shem and their Demons: Anti-Hasidic Investigations in Poland. 

32nd Annual meeting, Association for Jewish Studies, Boston. 
 
2000 Hasidism and the Warsaw Mercantile Elite.  Conference: “The Jews of Warsaw”, 

Jewish Historical Institute (ŻIH), Warsaw, Poland. 
 
2000 The Rise of Hasidism in Central Poland. Simon-Dubow-Insitut für jüdische 

Geschichte und Kultur, Leipzig, Germany. 
 
1999 Patroness of Hasidism: Temerel Sonnenberg-Bergson and the Rise of Polish 

Hasidism. 31st Annual meeting, Association for Jewish Studies, Chicago. 
 
Related Work Experience 
 
2006-8 Instructor, Me’ah Adult Education program through Hebrew College 
 
2005-7 Reader for Yale University Press, Rutgers University Press, New York University 

Press and University of Alabama Press 
 
2003 Co-organizer, Judaic Studies Conference: “Jewish Culture in a Non-Jewish World”, 

(March 30, 2003) sponsored by the Central Pennsylvania Consortium. 
 
2002 Co-organizer, Judaic Studies Conference: “Culture and Identity in Jewish 

Experience”, (March 30, 2002) sponsored by the Central Pennsylvania Consortium. 
 
2002 Senior Thesis Outside Examiner, Swarthmore College, PA. 
 
1997-8 Coordinator and Leader, “Brandeis in Cracow Summer Program”. Courses 
 on Polish Jewish History followed by a 2-week tour of Jewish sites across Poland. 
 
1997 Educational Leader, “The March of the Living”. 
 
Related Educational Experience 
 
1994-5 Yeshiva, Machon Meir, Jewish textual study with emphasis on the Talmud. 
 
1993 Pardes Institute Summer Program, Jewish textual study with emphasis on the Talmud. 
 
Memberships on Boards and in Professional Associations 



 
Editorial Board Member, POLIN: A Journal of Polish Jewish Studies 
Board Member, Hillels of Westchester 
Association for Jewish Studies 
American Association for the Advancement of Slavic Studies 
Phi Alpha Theta Honors Historical Society  
 


